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I ahon g/'ven 8t the Consecrstion of

THE NAUTICAL SERVICES LODGE
No5620.

on Wednesday,September Dth, 1936
by the Consecrating Cheplein,

The Rev. R.A. HAYSOMM.A.,
Asst Grand Cheplain, P Prov. Grend Chaploin,

The Oration at a Consecration is, according to the Otrder of Procedure, to be on tie
nature and principles of the Institution; so we may start by referring to that all-important
tiucsdon asked the Entered A_Fgrcnticc, before he is passed to the second degree, nam:ly .
“ What is Free-masonry ? ¢ answer is that it is a peculiar system of morality. ve'led
in allegory and illustrated by symbols. In other words, it is a rule of conduct, the ‘rutis of
which are often hidden by symbols, :

As I look through the list of Founders of this Nautical Services Lodge, 1 - m Convinced
that merely to repeat the fundamentals of Masonry in the form with whic'. vou ar. all familizr,
would not carry with it the appeal or the force of exhortation that so sac.el a moment as e
Consccration of your new ge demands.

You are all so familiar with the symbolism of the ordiniry Masonic Watling Tools,
that I can safely leave the inculcation of the underlying truths ‘o *iie "Worshi~ca' Mas..cs who,
in turn, will rule over this Lodge.

I would rather, therefore, ask your attention fo. « fe.: moments *= the symbolism which
I want to suggest, underlies your own choice of 2 sy bol.

You are to-day to be Consecrated the N. atica’ Services L dg.. You have seven Past
Masters, you have seven other Brethren, yoviizouo is to be © By e Mark VIL*

I could give you countless instances of the sacredne s ol the use of that number seven
from the Volume of the Sacred Lav, starting with tl e ci=ation of the world in seven days,
going right through to the sever. Gold.n Candlesiicks. <he seven Churches and the seven
Angels of the Apocalypse, but tiine will not prrai’t. 1 .is sufficient to point out that you have
chosen well,

In a few moments he ship of vour Lidge will be launched, launched into deep water,
and you will strairht-vay commence y ur voyaging ““ By the Mark VIL,” seven fathoms of
water beneath you. T~ yoa who are Fou ders is committed the task of continually taking that
sounding. You .tar on with ser=a Jthoms—they are familiar fathoms these seven :—

(1, Brotherl 'ovy
(2). Relief,

(3). Truh,

(4). ~Yimoerance.
(5).  Fortit 1de.

(€. Frudence.

(M Justice.

‘t m st be always by the Mark VII.—not one fathom less.

(1). Brotherly love—that truly Masonic principle which will enable each one of you
to ~untinue to carry out that real spirit of comradeship which you learnt while at sea,

(2). Relief—that helping hand held out to all in distress.

(3). Truth—that straightforwardness in word and conduct which makes for the
banishment of hypocrisy and deceit.

(4). Temperance—that due restraint of all the passions, so that mind and body alike
are under complete control.

(5). Fortitude—that moral courage which can stand up for that which we know to
be right, and can boldly repel that which we know to be wrong.

(6). Prudence—that careful weighing of every problem of life so that a balanced mind
leads us to the true value of things temporal and eternal.

(7). Justice—that virtue which is called the cement of Civil Society, and which renders
to every man his due.

Finally, my Brethren, let me exhort you to have the Volume of the Sacred Law as your
Chart, and azovc all, that Great Pilot of the Seas as your Helmsman. With Him at the Helm
you start your voyaging. He is the Captain of your Ship ; He will steer you clear of any Rocks
in your path ; the winds and storms and tempest may rage about you, but He will hold you to
your course and bring you in peace and safety unto that Haven where you would be,

So mote it be.

* Note.—The motto * By the Mark VIL' was the inspired designation of the Rt. Wor. Provincial
Grand Master, (P P : : e 1y A
Bw.3ke GeEneRar S FRMEIY DAVIE



By The Rev. R.A.HAYSOM,M.A. Ad d ’'ess

Asst G Chaplain, PPG. Chaplein. on the occasion of the
DEDICATION OF THE LODGE BANNER by the
Rt. Wor. Bro. General Siv Francis J. Davies,

KC.B., KC.M.G, K.CV.0O., V.L.
Deputy Grend Mester, Provinciel Grand Master.
on Saturday. Merch 6th,1937.

As the Consecrating Chaplain of this, the Nautical Services Lodge, I am glad of the
opportunity of being present, and of taking part in the Dedication of your Lodge Banner.

In the olden days the Banner or Flag was always the rallying point for the membe s
of a particular unit. Around it they gathered, under it they fought, and to keep it flyi ¢
and to keep it in safety, they were prepared to give their lives, It was symEo‘an; to
them of all that was best of honour and virtue, of chivalry, loyalty and courag>. ..is
it was raised above them, it stood for all these things. Yowr Banner reprise~*s yowr
Lodge and all that it stands for. What is its symbolism ?

Worked on this beautiful Banner, either by accident or desi )1, tl'etr are sever
symbols, each full of meaning. They are:—
(1). The Lodge Motto—* By the Mark VIL”
(2). Neptune driving his sea horses.

-, (3). H.M.S. Victory in full sail with the "Jiion jack, S+ Crorge’s Flag
and the Royal Naval Ensign all fi,‘ng.

(4). The Lighthouse with its light shii’ag, built firmly on a rock.-
(3). The Sea with its restless w. res.

(6). The Life-belt.

(7). The Anchor,

As that Banner hangs above ycu *.1 your Lodge what ao those symbols suggest
for you? I want them to bring *~ y ar (ninds son ¢ of the following thoughts :—

1. The Lodge Motto.

From time to time your vis iore.0 this Lodge wll 25k you the meaning of your Motto. You
will be able to explain to then rlat jour Loc = ha beri launched into deep waters—sceven fathoms
deep. 1 sugeested 1o you at yo oo Consecratic n chat [ ou should ke your soundings frequently, so
that those seven fathoms, well-known in'cer as vry—Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth, Temperance,
Fortitude, Prudence vod joorle—should nover be allowed to become shallow in your ige, but
should have real mean wg—real depth,

2. Neotvno Oriving His Sea Horses.

The Ruic: of the Seas | Yoo should constantly bear in mind, as the Charge to the Initiate so
strongly v »t asises, your duty to Him who is the Ruler of all Voyaging—the Great Pilot of the Scas
—more famu.arly spoke” o7 in Freemasonry as the Great Architect of the Universe.

+, ELM.S. Vicwry.

In this sk's yo u are reminded of the best traditions of the Service, and that it must be the best,
fﬁ only the L'est o1 . hich we are capable, that Masonry and the world in which we live, must reccive
tom us.

LMo Victory is in full sail ; there must be no standing still in your Lodge,«it must be always
unde’ sail —» ways progressing—pressing on towards the highest ideals,

The Union Jack is flying—also recalling the Charge to the Initiate, never to lose sight of the
alley "ance due to the Sovereign of your native land.

It also has the St. George's Flag—another reminder that nature has implanted an our breasts
+ sacred and indissoluble attachment towards that country whence we dcrivevr our birth and infant
nurture,

It flies, too, the Royal Naval Ensign, bringing back to your minds that you are a Nautical Services
Lohfﬁ and continually recalling that wonderful service rendered, and that glorious spirit of comradeship
which you then experienced, and which is renewed and developed in Masonry,

4. The Lighthouse,

firmly established on a rock, with its light shining out brilliantly. With your faith as firm as
2 rock and that Great Light in Freemasonry—the Volume of the Sacred Law—kept clearly shining,

you have indeed a safeguard whereby you and others can cscape the dangers of shipwreck and see
clearly the course to follow,

5. The Restless Waves

on the sea of time tell you that in this life you are voyaging on to eternity—that here, though
the waves may toss you hither and thither, your journeying through them is leading you over t
storms and tempests of this life into the calm waters of cternity and that you should always have that
ctemity in view,

6. The Life Belt

is a symbol to all the Brethren of that which is considered the distinguishing characteristic of
Freemasonry—Charity. It is by the excrcise of this virtue towards all men—not only towards our

Brethren in Masonry—that the young may be saved from hun, the poor can be saved from want, and
the distressed saved from dispait, |

7. The Anchor

is the last symbol on your Banner, It has always been considered the emblem of hope. May
ﬂ?u: Masonry inspire you all in this Lodge with that confident hope that when for you this transitory
ife shall have passed away—when your voyaging on life’s restless waves shall have ended—you may,
led by the Great Pilot of the Seas, find a safe a.ns calm anchonge in the harbour of immortal life and
everlasting bliss,
So mote it be.

Nore.—The Banner was presented tv the Lodge by Bro. I, J. Bruford, ]J.W.







